Make the Connection
A View from Space

With our feet plantad firmly
here on earth, it's hard to hold
on to the thought that cur
complicared lives take place on

a planet spinning in space. But
it’s all 2 matter of perspective.
Ficture yourself cruising in outer
space. What might you think and
feel as you looked back at your
home on earth?

Quickwrite

List some global

problems or issues

that affect averyone

on earth. When you finish
maléing your list, checl the
items you think most endanger
earth’s living things.
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Elements of Literature

Exposition:
Informative Writing

.. iting th Exposition is the kind-
EXPQS’“O"'_W"'F'F that. factual writing thac explaing
explains o glv:.s Infermation, a subject, gives informariap
Is 2 main ingredienc in most or clarifies an idea. -
kinds of nonfiction. Essayists F Exposit th

. .y - ar more ar oSitron, SEE [

en combine exposition wit

oft 1 combine exposition w h Handbool of Literary Terms,
description and narration.

What is the Aim?

To find out if a writer’s purpose is expository {to give inform
tion) or persuasive (to persuade), ask these questions:

* Does the writer convey factual information or EVprnss opinig

Are the facts accurate! Is the information biased (slanted)
support the writer's views?

Does the writer know what he or she is talking about? That-
how qualified Is the writer?

Is the writer trying to persuade me to do or believe somethih

.smgle plauet undemeath you. Qu tha 4

0asis, . swirling with. ‘blues and w. WL
2| weather “Systems: form and travel. You's e
: .clouds tingle and swell above the AmazoaﬂsJ
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oasis (D -8'sis).n.: fertlle pface 005;5 may aiso med
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as-an’ arsenal. Home is the pheasant barking
‘ _e.‘threatsx at the:neighbor’s dog: Home is
xquisite torment of love and all the lesser:
mzr.yhems of the Heart: Bur.-what you long for'is
to stand' back and see it'whale. You want to live §
out thar. age-old* yearning, portrayed in-myths
and’ legends of every culfure, to step above the
Earth:and see. the whole world ﬁdger_mg a.nd
blommmg belowyou.
- remember: iy frst flying Iesson iu the
oldrums of summer in upstate New York.

unul the uudercamage began 10
: . en the ground fell away below and I §
Was a.u:bome climbing up an invisible flight of §
| stairs..'To my amazement, the horizon came |
mth me (how could it not, ona round plﬂneﬂ)
For the first time in my life [ understood what o
valley. Was, as T Floared above one at 7,000 fe LA
could see plainly the devasr:mon of the. gypsy-§E
“ moth; whose hunger had [eeched” the forests to §
‘wmottled gray. Tater on, when I flew over Ohio,: §
was saddeued to discover the stagnant acher’ !
of the ait, and to see that the long eéxpanse of ‘
aa see that the. ocezms “the atmo theOhm River, dark and chunlcy;wasthevv'rong 5
ad the fand: are uot sepdrate at all, but L} texture for ‘water, even flammable - at time _
4n- intrcate reco mbunng web of narure- thanls: ‘to: the: fumings of plastics factone
mm e Wz_,azr i of GL, you want ¢ o [ which 1 could also see, _standing like pustule
: - along. the river. 1 began to. understan how §
people settle a landscape mwaves dnd
fenowe What home is. For many yeass, 1?1 roads, how they survey a-land and; J.mgate it
tfied to be a mo dest and. eager wat cher 3 Most of all, T discovered that’ there are. th.mgs
4| one can learn about the world only from certain

Sk‘.LES and Df the Eartll "W'IlDSE green E
‘ & perspectlvcs- How cau VOll understand

e raim forests are' dJsappeanng ui
’ Hawan, and South Amenca;(-You sée

anc as separate pa.rts of a ngsaw puzzle ‘

'Ihére 5 J.'.lD plac:é liker home'

: fdké Homei's'spﬂngzti'm‘é on. campu'se's'- g
55 Amemca, WhEI‘E stude:nrs spr:Lwl on




.ione by cme ‘and then ﬂoatmg ]:ugh above it, to A

see it all in a'singlé eye-nulp? ‘ :
.Most of .all, the twentieth. century Wlll be
| remembered as the tnne when we first’ began
~to-understand what our address was. The “big,

f-'fbeaunful blne, wet ball” of recent vea.rs is one ©

" 'way-to say it. But a more’ profound way will
‘speak of the orders of magnitude of that
bigness, the shades .of that ‘blueness, ‘the
. arbitrary delicacy of beauty itself, the ways in"-

.- which warer has made life possible, and the

' .ﬁ-agﬂe euphoria of the - complex ecosystem
“that is Barth, an Earth on which, from’ space
Ythere are no visible fences, or military- zones,
.Or ‘national borders. We . need to send into
L §pace’ a flurry “of artists and " paturalists,.

‘,jphotographers and painters, ‘who will turn. .

-the mirror upon Durselves and:show us ‘Earth
45 @ single planet a single’ orgamsm that's

spectacles, full of fascinating human be
“something to0. cherish. -Learning our.
I address may not end all wars, but it will enr
i our sense of wonder and pride. Tt will re
us that the human. ‘context s not tight 4
- noose, but Iarge as the lmiverse we hzwe
€ Eprmlege to imhabit. Tr will ch;mne our sense
what a neighborhood is. Tt will Persuad
that we are citizens of something larger
" mare profound than mere countries, that
~are citizens :of Earth, her joy riders and
ca.retahers WhO would.do well to work o
__problems “together. - The view: from spac
- -offering .us the first charce we evolutig
“toddlers have had to Cross the'cosmic ‘8
“and stand facing ‘our own home ‘amaze
see it clearly for the. ﬁrst nme E

.buoy:mt fragﬂe bloommg, buzzu'.tg, full of '

_-:6 ecusystem (el!5- sis T3 cum.mumry uf animais md
b pl:mr.s and EhELl‘ physxcal "ind chermc’xl cnvironmr_nt

MEET THE WRITER

“A Great Fan of the Universe”

Ta gather material for her writing,
Diane Ackerman (|948- )
has stood in the midst of milliens of
bats, straddled alligators, and swum
right up to a whale's mouch.
Sometimes, she admits, she’s been
truly frightened.

66 [ try to give myself passionately,
totally, to whatever I'm observing, with as much
affectionate curiosity as | can muster, as a means
of understanding a little better what being
“human is, and what it was like to have once
been alive on the planet. . .. | appear 1o have a
lot of science in my work, | suppose, but | think
of myself as a Nature poer, if what we mean by
nature is . . . the full sum of creadon. 9%

Ackerman grew up in a small Chicago suburb
and walked to school through its deep, darlc

woods instead of staying on the
sidewalks, as she was supposed
to do. She remembers creating
her first metaphor in those
forests: Bats hanging from the -
trees, she told her horrifted
friends, were “living plums.”’
Ackerman, an award-winning -
poet, published four bools of
poetry before she began writing
nonfiction. She has taughe at Cornell, Colum- -
bia, and New Yorl University arid is nowa
contributor to The New Yorker. “The Round -
Walls of Home,” from A Naturaf History of the -
Senses (1990}, reveals her concerns about
nature:

€6 I'm a greaz fan of the Universe, which | ték_r
literally: as one. All of it interests me, and it
interests me in detail. 99

The book inspired a PBS television series,
which aired in |995.




