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*  *  *  * 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 As an advanced English 9 student, you are striving for mastery of the Common Core State 
Standards in reading, writing, speaking and listening skills, well developed higher order critical 
thinking skills, and excellent work habits characterized by a willingness to go considerably beyond 
the basic assignment requirements.  The ninth grade Advanced English program is designed to 
meet the rigor of the Common Core (corestandards.org) which focuses on college and career 
readiness.  You will be practicing 21st century skills, focused on collaboration, communication, 
creativity and innovation, critical thinking and citizenship through reading, writing and 
dialogue/discussion. 
 

I am excited by this challenge and hope you are too. 
  

 The course is literature based and tied to Common Core standards; we read works of 
substance appropriate for college bound students, developing skills in analytical reading that 
emphasize ‘close’ or in-depth reading strategies involving annotation.  Writing is an integral 
part of the course.  You will have opportunities for creative and subjective responses to both 
traditional text and multimedia, as well as for disciplined, structured analysis.  The course 
includes instruction and extensive practice in the organization of coherent and informed 
essays.  We will also explore style and form, and you will have opportunities to begin 
developing a personal writing style while responding to both fiction and non-fiction 
literature through expository, analytical and interpretive writing, as well as through 
narrative imaginative writing.  You also will have opportunities to hone your skills in 
articulating ideas in dialogue and discussion, oral presentations, graphic arts and multi-
media, multi genre presentations that incorporate  technology.  This course will challenge you 
to expand and refine your knowledge of literature and to develop a high level of critically 
reflective reading, vocabulary skills and written expression. 
 Intensive study at this level requires your ability to interact in a collegiate manner in 
highly imaginative group settings.  Language and the stories we share build bridges between 
our hearts in an increasingly diverse and technologically complex world.  Cooperative, 
collaborative learning in this course reinforces learning as a dynamic process that will 
empower you as a creative, problem solving and compassionate citizen of the world.  Your 
individual grade is dependent on your individual work; yet the course also extensively 
utilizes both the cooperative, collaborative structured group work model and a Socratic 
seminar/oral presentation approach to challenge you to learn from others’ perspectives and 
ideas about the literature of study. 
 
COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 Students will be able to: 
 • develop an argument or present an analysis in several kinds of structured essays,  
  including the interpretive analytical model, the comparison and contrast model, the  
  persuasive model and the research paper 

 • write and revise compositions in response to interpretive exercises regarding a  specific piece  
  of literature; some of this writing will be both informal and exploratory 

 • explicate – in discussion or critical essay – short prose narratives, novels, poems and plays 

 • develop skills in extemporaneous timed writing  
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 • write and revise a reflective narrative  
  

 • define the philosophy of each time period studied; point out examples of these  
  philosophies in the writings of the authors and analyze them in the light of their own  
  values and convictions 
 • develop skills in close reading by perceiving patterns and elements in poetic language –  
  e.g. imagery, simile, metaphor, symbol, personification, alliteration, assonance,  
  onomatopoeia, tone, irony, hyperbole, understatement, oxymoron, allusion and epithet 
 • identify methods of direct and indirect characterization and how they function in 
  character development in a particular text 
 • identify, discuss and analyze levels and types of diction in a text 
 • identify, define and analyze plot along Freytag’s triangle model, including exposition,  
  conflict, complication, climax, denouement 
 • identify, define and analyze point of view, setting, tone, dialogue, chronological order,  
  motif, foreshadowing, symbol and allegory in novels and short stories 
 • identify, define and analyze speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, shift, stanza, meter and  
  rhyme in poetry 
 • identify, define and analyze foil, protagonist, antagonist, irony, monologue, soliloquy and  
  tragic flaw in a play 
 • interpret meaning and tone in both prose and poetry; analyze what is meant by tone in  
  literature and how tone is achieved in an author’s selective use of his/her language or  
  diction; distinguish between denotation and connotation 
 • identify, discuss and analyze key themes in a text and use evidence to support the 
  development of a theme 
 • differentiate between different forms of poetry including the epic, narrative, lyric, sonnet,  
  blank verse, free verse, haiku, limerick, cinquain and found poem 
 • compose various forms of poetry 
 • define tragedy and comedy in relation to drama 
 • identify, discuss and analyze genre  
 • engage in Socratic seminars and other academic discussions using direct evidence from  
  texts to support dialogue meaningfully and respectfully 
 • articulate a report with or without visual aids and involve the class in meaningful  
  discussion 
 • hone their understanding of the basics of grammar and the conventions of language 
 • identify and analyze claims, counter claims, evidence and reasoning – and apply to their  
  own writing 
 • expand their personal vocabulary and begin developing a mature writing style 
 • develop usable personal techniques for writing literary essays, based generally on the  
  conventional processes of pre-writing, drafting, globally revising, proofreading and  
  editing  
  
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
 The course curriculum focuses on each student’s emerging views on equity, social justice, heroism and 
individual choice. 
  

Course Textbook –  

McGraw Hill’s English 9 StudySync Textbook 

 

 The following outline is a general “map” of where we will venture, what we will study 
and the approximate time frames.  While the major reading assignments appear here in 
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projected order, our sojourn through this year’s literature occasionally may take alternate 
paths.  
 All texts will be provided.  You may consider obtaining a personal copy of the various 
novels, plays and epic poem, in order to allow you to annotate in the text extensively.  You 
may purchase copies from a local new or used bookstore, or from an online source.  I will 
also distribute handouts and/or provide online access to the shorter pieces that we annotate 
and explicate at length and in depth. 
 
 Fall Semester 
 • Cisneros, The House on Mango Street, “Cloud” and other poems 
 • biographical and autobiographical non-fiction selections 
 • short story selections  
 • Steinbeck, Of Mice and Men 
 • Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird 
 
 Spring Semester 
 • poem selections  
 • Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet  
 • short story selections  
 • non-fiction selections/informational text  
 • Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front OR Hugo, Les Miserables, abridged 
 • Homer, The Odyssey, partial/excerpts 
 
Along with the study of literature and time periods, the course explores the following  
skills in a Writer’s Workshop format, focusing on the development of a cohesive essay 
organization characterized by a mature writing style: 
 • vocabulary and diction 
 • parts of speech review 
 • overview of sentence clarity, including parts of a sentence, phrases, clauses,  
  agreement, and verb, pronoun and modifier use  
 • mastering paragraph organization, focusing on the thesis paragraph 
 • transitions between paragraphs 
 • seamless use of textual evidence/quotations 
 • voice and tone 
 
The course also explores journaling, creative writing, public speaking and research skills. 
  
READING PACING AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
 You should plan to read at least 20 pages a night or 100 pages a week or at least 1800 
pages over the course of an 18-week semester.  You will have no more than one hour of 
English homework every night.  Success is a process best approached with determination, 
consistency and planning.  
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CLASS PARTICIPATION AND DISCUSSION 

 Mature writing is grounded in deep thinking.  Before you can write anything, let alone 

well, you must have an idea.  I covet your ideas and so do your peers in our class – and I 

invite you to participate in creating a classroom rooted in creative, evaluative thinking.   

 A rich and genuine experience with the literature texts we examine as well as the 

success of our class is predicated squarely on an ongoing, lively, and insightful discussion – 

on a dynamic exchange between students and teacher, both peer to peer and student to 

teacher.   

 We do complete a uniquely structured Socratic seminar with every major work we read 

and study.  Each student is expected to contribute a minimum of one critically insightful 

comment during each Socratic seminar to augment and deepen our evolving conversation 

about the relevant text. 

 I do call on students occasionally at random.  You will have a Partner in Education (PIE) 

to whom we will refer casually in class as your chat or discussion partner.   Prior to 

answering, you will often have the opportunity for the “think, pair, share” method of dyadic 

explorative thinking. 

 

REVISION/OFFICE HOURS 

 You do enjoy the opportunity to revise all papers (major written assignments) for a 

higher score.  Such revisions must be completed before the last two weeks of each semester.  

Also, you may submit only one revision at a time.  This process encourages frequent, on-

going revision as well as one-on-one tutorial.  Please do not cram a semester’s worth of re-

writing into one final splurge.  By all means come and talk with me for ideas and feedback.  Besides 

TUTORIAL, I am available during lunch and after school!!!    

 

TUTORIAL  

Tutorial is offered Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. Depending on the day, the period is 

between 30 and 45 minutes long. Students have the opportunity to choose the classroom 

most beneficial for them to complete homework, or gain extra help from their teacher. All 

teachers are available during this time, though some require students to sign in or make an 

appointment ahead of time. For students who are struggling or who are athletes and miss 

class frequently, Tutorial is essential to their success. For students who cannot stay after 

school for Homework Center, Tutorial is a time to get help.  Every student at Sobrato can 

benefit from Tutorial. Use this time wisely. 

 

CHROMEBOOKS 

Our work with the Chromebook will focus on –  

 • submitting work for college readiness 

 • editing work in groups and class wide 

 • co-creating aspects of Socratic seminars 

 • use of the course website, audinosenglishclasses.weebly.com 

 • research 

 • note taking for college readiness 
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You are  expected to bring your Chromebooks to class every day, fully charged. School 

policy states that students will not be allowed to charge their Chromebooks in classrooms for 

safety purposes. Students are encouraged to leave their charging cables at home so they don’t 

get lost or accidentally mixed up with another student’s cable. Chromebooks will not be 

provided for students who have forgotten to bring or charge their Chromebook. It is 

expected that students will follow all guidelines in the Chromebook contract they signed.  

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

You are expected to complete your own work on every assignment. To support you in this 

endeavor, students caught cheating, plagiarizing, or sharing their work on an assignment 

will receive some or all of the following consequences, at my discretion: a zero on the 

assignment, a referral, a phone-call home, a plagiarism research project, and the expectation 

that they will complete the assignment.  You will not receive a grade until it is evident that 

the work is your own. This may involve completing the assignment under teacher or 

administrator supervision. 

 

Cheating includes but is not limited to copying from another student or the Internet on a test, 

quiz, essay, or any homework assignment. There are NO exceptions. Your teachers support 

you in doing your own work, and encourage you to ask for help before resorting to 

plagiarism! 

 

ON-CAMPUS RESOURCES FOR ALL STUDENTS 

Homework Center: After school on Monday-Thursday, the library is open from 3:15 to 4:15 

for Homework Center. This is a place where you can work on your homework in a quiet 

environment. Student tutors are also available, usually for math. This is an excellent place to 

stay on top of assignments! 

Cal-SOAP Tutoring: In the Counseling office, students can apply for the Cal-SOAP program, 

which helps students prepare for college by assisting with academics, planning, applications, 

and scholarships. 

Social-Emotional Counseling: Once week, teen and family counseling interns are available for 

students in the Counseling office. Talk to any teacher about the referral process. 

Library Computer Lab: The library computer lab is open whenever the library is open. These 

computers have Internet access, as well as programs like Microsoft Word and PowerPoint. 

They are also hooked up to printers, and printing costs just 10 cents per page for black and 

white, or 50 cents per page for color. This is a great resource for students who need to print 

assignments, or who don’t have their Chromebooks with them 

Library Book Collection: Of course, the library also has books! Consider this a resource to 

borrow free books that were chosen specifically for teens. You need an independent reading 

book with you every day, and this library is a wonderful place to find a book that interests 

you. Your teacher also has books in their classroom that you are welcome to borrow, with 

permission! 

EXPECTATIONS OF THIS CLASS and CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT 

1. Be brave and be kind!  Treat others with respect and kindness. 
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2. Be present and actively focused to learn!  Be regular in your attendance. 

3. Be prompt – if you are not in your seat when the bell rings, you are tardy.  Being air born does not count. 

4. Without exception, your cell phone is placed turned off into your backpack and/or bag and these are on the 

floor next to you before the bell rings.  If you do not tuck your phone away, I will tuck it away for you. 

5. Personal needs (restroom stops, soda, coffee drinks, munchies, glamour) all belong outside of the classroom.  

PLEASE NO FOOD OR DRINK IN THE CLASSROOM.  (A water bottle is acceptable.) 

6. Take the time before the bell rings to converse at a collegiate level with your friends, (translation:  absolutely 

no squawking and screeching), to collect your materials, assignments and most import-antly your MIND.  

Remember Mark Twain’s memorable words:  “Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has 

merely laid an egg cackles as if she had laid an asteroid.” 

7. Be responsible in your actions toward the property of your classmates, your school and your teacher. 

 8. Take pride in your work and its outstanding completion. 

 9. In the event that I am unable to be in the classroom, I expect you to treat the substitute with the  

  utmost respect and courtesy. 

 10. PARTICIPATE!  Your thoughts and questions enrich and EXPAND our class discussions.  
  

 As we practice these expectations daily, we will create and share in a class built on trust, respect and 

good will toward each other, challenge our thinking, and explore different avenues of study. 

I am looking forward to enjoying this year together! 

 
BRING TO CLASS DAILY 
 1. All necessary texts. 
 2. Binder. 
 3. Binder paper, pens and pencils, etc.  
 4. This syllabus. 
 5. Student planner – FUNCTIONS AS HALLWAY PASS.  NO PASS – NO EXIT. 

 
ASSIGNMENTS:  MINIMUM STANDARDS OF ACCEPTANCE 
 1. Heading on all assignments -------------- Your name (first and last) 
   Period 
   Date 
 2. Please write the assignment identification on the first line of your binder paper as the title. 
 3. Write in complete sentences and explore your ideas honestly and thoroughly. 
 4. Write neatly in blue or black ink on clean 8 1/2 by 11 binder paper.  Odd, alternative ink  
  colors may be allowed but only if legible. 
 5. All major writing assignments must be formatted to the MLA guidelines and typed in a  
  standard 12 pica font.  Please use one-inch margins and double space. 
 6. All assignments are due at the beginning of class unless instructed otherwise. 
 7. LATE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  
 8. Major writing assignments turned in late will lose a half of a grade each day they are late  
  for the first three days.  On the seventh day and any time after, the assignment will earn no  
  higher than a ‘D’.  However, a revision of a late assignment that demonstrates  
  improvement in mastering the standards will earn a higher averaged grade. 

 
ABSENCES/SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
 1. For every “absence day,” you will receive one school day in which to turn in daily  
  homework.  This does not apply to long term assignments. 
 2. It is your responsibility to meet with me for any work or notes you missed. 
 3. If you were absent on the day before the exam, you will take the exam with the rest of the  
  class.  If you were absent on the day of the exam, plan to take the test the day you return.   
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  You are responsible for arranging a test time with me within the “test time” framework. 
 4. When you submit make-up work, write the word ABSENT on top of the assignment so  
  that your paper will not be marked late. 
 5. If you will be out of class for sports, music or field trips, you must turn in your work  
  before you leave. 
 6. If you are absent for part of the school day, you are responsible to obtain that day’s  
  assignments. 

 
PERFORMANCE LEVELS DEFINED 
   100% - 90% = A Exceptional Work 
     89% - 80% = B Very Good Work; Above Average 
     79% - 70% = C Average Work (at grade level) 
     69% - 60% = D Below Average Work 
    Below 60% = F Work Fails to meet minimum standards 
 
GRADE WEIGHTING 
                                   Major Writing and Projects = 50 
     Reading Quizzes, Extemporaneous Quizzes,   = 25% 
              Tests, Socratic Seminars and other Oral  
                          Presentations 
                                           Grammar, Vocabulary,  = 25% 
                                       Creative Writing Journal 
                                             and other Homework     
 

 
READING LIST – recommended for enrichment 
 The Reading List follows the Grading Rubric in this syllabus. 
 

**************************************** 
• Please read this syllabus with a parent and discuss its contents. 
• Please have your parent(s) sign this form and bring it to class tomorrow. 
 
******STUDENT’S SIGNATURE_________________________________________________ 
 
 
******PARENT’(S)’ SIGNATURE_________________________________________________ 
 


