ad people. They do not pay for my
now overrun by white men. They do

iy horses and cacle. Good words will g=
"me back my children. Good words
1tmake good the promise of your war

Miles: Nelson Appleton Miles (1839-1923),

fficer who led many military campaigns against

toIndisns. In 1877, he led a campaign against the
éwarriors and caprured Chief Joseph.

malces my heart sick when I remember all the
good words and all the broken promises.
There has been too much tallidng by men who
had no right to tall. Too many misrepresenta-
tions have been made, too many misunder-
standings have come up between the white
y men about the Indians.

If the white man wants to live in pezce witl
the Indian, he can live in peace. There need be
no trouble. Treat all men alike. Give them the
same law. Give them an even chance to live and
grow. All men were made by the same Great

" Spirit Chief. They are all brothers. The earth is
the mother of all people, and all people should
have equal rights upon it.

You might as well expect the rivers to run
backward as that any man who was born a free
man should be contented when penoed up and
denied liberty to go where he pleases. If you tie




4 horse to a stalke, do you expect he will grow
fat? If you pen an Indian up on a small spot of
earth and compel him to stay there, he will not
be contented, nor will he grow and prosper. I
have asked some of the great white chiefs
where they get their authority to say to the
Indian that he shall stay in one place while he
sees white men going where they please. They
cannot tell me,
" Ionly ask of the government to be treated as

own hiome, let me have a home in some counuy
wihiere my people will not die so fast. . . .

| "When I thiak of our condition, my heart is

heavy. I see men of my race treated 15 outlaws

-and ‘driven from country o country or shot

clown like' ammals

only an even. c.hance ta live as other men live.

all other men are treated. If [ cannot go to my 7

I know that mv 1ace nust. c:ha.nge We carmof
holdiour own with white men 15 we are. We ask |

We ask to be recognized as men. We ask that the-". '\,‘ :
same law sha.]l "Worlt ahke on: all men If the '

the svhite man breaks the law, punish him als
Let me be a free man-—free to travel, fiee
stop, free to work, free to trade where 1 chogg
free to choose my own teachers, free 1o follgg i
the religion of my fathers, free to think angd talk. 55
and act for myself-—and I will obey every 1;[ ;
submit to the penalty :

' MEET THE WRITER

An Floguent Leader

Chief Joseph (c. [840-1904), whose
In-mut-toa-yah-lat-lat means "Thund
Rolling in the Mountains,” was about.
one when he became leader of the W,




