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Write in answer Lo one ofAnne Herbert's quesnons orto a
quesTion, you ask yourself. You' may or may not want [ rcmov

‘the quesnon from the poem. -
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What Do You See Out of the Window You

1. What do you sec out of the window vou lDoL out of most?

2. What did you do with your arms today?

3. What has a child told you lately?

4. What stories do you know abourt your grahdparcnts“ Were
vour grandparems in your life much “hen you were young?
Arc they now?

5. When did you have a good time singing? Who were you
singing with. who tof What happened?

6. How did you makc it through the bad time?

T, When did you see the sunrise? Why were vou there? What
nappened:

. When did vou do something vow'd never done in your hfe
6! then® Why did you do it? What happened? Are you siill
doing n?

9. Whart do vou do that makes you nired? Do you hl\L doing it?
10. Where is a placc vou go often besides the place where you
work? Who are the other people there? What do you do?

11. Who do you miss? Where are they now?

12. Whar is somcthing that happened where you work that you
thought abouwt for a long time after it happencd?

13, Whar 1s something yvou made this vear that you like? (Every-
thing counts—cooking and crafts and building and art and
every other kind of making.) Why did you make it? How did
vou make it? What happened after it was made?

14. What does vour father do all day? What did your father do
all day?®

13. What doces vour mother do al! dav? What did vour mother do
all day?

16. What are clothes you like to wear? What do thc) look like,
how do they feelr Why do you like them? -

17. What are some things you do with a person you lovc that

Look Out of Most?

vou wouldn't do on your own?
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Suggested Actlvxtles for a erters Notebook
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11,
12
13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

What would De the mOst SupsT SUTPTISE ¥ou can think of and why?

If you —ould changs your nams, whot would you 05 onom 34 ta and why

What things would makz vou say “ugph!

if vou zaw

-

¥
o
=
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If you could invent 2 new vitemin, how would it heln you?

h’hat: thres wishes wnuld you 1lilks 1o

have come tri

Describe one of the following inside and out- & banens an

crenge, 2 can of sods, your mothar's

H

purse or sorething else

WNhat will you rvemembez mast ebawi this year?

[

Weat de you thin & iv i

" people watching—Laundromat, bus stop, bowling alley, skating

rink, elevator, cafeteria
CIA—eavesdropping
observing/describing

new words—vocabulary
themes—loneliness/kindness
poetry

dreams

tag lines

coinages

slogans/advertising’s false claims
analogies |

metaphors . wme
minutiae

fabulous realities

ironies

newspaper stuff

contrasts: light and dark/old and young
dream journal

nature journal

work journal :
first lines for stories or poems
reflections

ideas for other pieces

and what czn

you do with iL?




I Describe a time you played a trick on someocne.

2 Describe a trick {and why) you would like to pilay on someone.

4 If your pet could talk what would it say and why? : : -

4. Wnat kind of help would you give to someone who was abusing drugs and/or alcohol? Why?

5, Should priests, ministers, or counselors be required by law to tell the police '
sbout iilegal acts committed by their clients? o :

& What are the advantages and disadvantages to having a student smoking section on campus?

7 Should &ll 18 year olds be required to serve two years in the military as is the case
in many ccuntries throughout the worid?

§. What crimes (if any) should-“result in the death penalty? Why?

4. What classes should not be required for graduation and why?

{2, Which classes should be absolutely required for graduztion and why?

ft. Describe a typical dinner hour at your house. ' '

/4.Congratulations! You have just been elected the representative for teenagers in this ci’

1% is now your job to create exciting places for teenagers to ¢o to on weekend.evenings.
-Describe your plans for this city's bored teenagers. '

/5. If you could say anything you wanted toﬁwithout rEpenCussiong)to anyone you wantad, what
would you say and why? . ' ;

{§Wnat would vou like to change shouf yourseif and why?

(s.Describe the best things about vou.

c share with another? Why?

& What possession do you zbgoliutely never want &

/L. Do vou think that mern should adopt thelr wives' names? Why or why not?

{§what are the advantages and disadvantages of having a t.v.7-

ftShould aborticn remain-lsgal? Why or why not?

Arvhen should children learn about the fackts af life and who should be responsible

Jfor sex education--parents or the schools?
AEDc you think that birth control counselors
Jadany schools require that the Flag Salute
this rule would make you 3 better citizen? 3
A#%hy do you thinKmany males now enjoy wearing ear:
fasnion issue? Why? _ S ‘
A4 Showld pregnant women who learn that their child will be born retarded or deformed
. have the optien te terminate ( } the pregnancy? Why or why not? )
A3Shouid there be prayer in public school? ‘ '
Ak Are ethnic jokes ever zcceptablae? Dxpilalin. : : :
AlHave you ever been caught in a iie? Cescribe the circumstances and the outcoma.
M Wnat do you think American author Mark Twain meant when he szid, "Don't lec =chosl gst in
the wvay of your education"? Do You agree with him? Why or why not?

#iWhat things scare you? Why? )

A wWnat important things have you leéarned outside of school?

AWnat kind of a 7th grader vere you?  How have you changed since the 7th grade’

A4 Describe your favorite (er worst) y2ar in school.

23 Describe a time you will mever foruet.
3¢ Who's your faveorite movie or rock star! Why?

% Describe a time your parents wers provd of vou.
ribe a time.your sarents were angry

4

n high school campuses are necessary?

zcited each schoci day. Do you think £hat
rowWhy not? ' o
ings? What is your opinion on this
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FivWhat's your favorite pasttime? Wny?

A% Do you believe in Cog? Why or why not?

34.What would you do with a million dollars?

“eWnich is your favorite (or worst) season of the year? Why?

%If you cculd do something from your past differently, what would.-it bs and why?

4. Should toy stores stop selling war toys? Why or why not? .

43 Do you think beer commercials encourage aicohol abuse in our society?

#4 Do you think women and men should be censidered equal in every wey? ¥Why or why not?
4xtappiness is S Why?

4fwhat kind of a thiry year old do you think you will be? Why?
¥1 What is your favorite comic strip and why?

?ﬁWhat kind of music would you blast from your airwaves if you ran your own radio station?
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angered you lately and what did you de about it?
the best gift you have given to someone? Why?
made you really happy lately? Why?

ite the ending to Romeo and Juliet. S _ _
Zhich parts of the nawspaper do you read and why? Which parts to you skip and why?
7 Which schooil rules would you -like to see changed (or kept the sare)? . Wny?
. Should Euthanasia (mercy killing/right to die for terminally ill peopie) be legal? Why?
Z7.Should all American cities provide shelters for the homeless? Why or why not? '
«¥ Wnat:is your ppinion on couples who live together buit are not married? Explain.
7 Whatris your opinion on off-shore oil drilling? Explain. ' _ '
& Showld the California legal drinking age be lowered to 18 or remain at 217 Explain.
j'Is spanking children who misbehave a from of child abuse? Wny or why not? >
*is telling a child that he is stupid also a form of child abuse? Explain.
‘Q.Who is the most important person in your life at this moment? Why? '

"% Who has been the best (or worst) influence in your life, so far? Why?

1 ) 4
& What advice about pbeing a teenagegﬁo you think you will give to your own teenage children

fsomeday? Why? _
i wnat would be the advantages and disadvantages of wearing a school uniform?
1 What is your cpinion on hitch-hiking and picking up hitch-hikers? Why?

+% I3 a woman's place in thé home? Why or why not?

o .what does it mean to you to be "cool?" Are you "cool?" Explain.
Iescribe scmenone who is “uncool.™ . - '
Arz you Spoilsd? Explaln. _
% How do .you behave when you don't get want you want or you dents get your way? Why?

T5Will you ragister to vote as a Democrat, Republican, or other when you turn 187 Explain.

L

¥ Jow are you and your parents alike? How are you different?

)5 Sguld members of the KEK, Nazi Party, and other hate groups b= allowed to march in

nubiic expressing their beliefs? Why or why not?
-y - . . - a2 - .
} Do you have smind of your own or do you follow the crowd? Explain.

| *37 What are your parents always bugging you about and why? How do you react when kelng

-1h“bugged"_by your parents?

Jiwhat s your favorite part of the day? Why? -

7iWnat piecz of clothing of yours best represents your personality? Why”

ﬁﬁ;Discuss ghe advantages and disadvantages of publiec high schools distributing condoms

3
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Now vou can warn your students, *Don’t say ‘Nothing
interesting ever happened to me' until vou've read this

list!™”

h Ly Lo L) N o—

0.
FL.

[2

3.

Did you ever stick up for someone?

Describe your neighborhood bully.

Did you ever hitchhike?

Did vou have a paper route? -

Write about a baby-sitting experience.

Describe a great fort you built or a great game
vou played as a child.

Write about an enemy who eventually became
vour friend.

Did you ever fall through the ice?

Write about a time vou cheated and were caught.
Wite about a privilege you earned.

How did you get along with your cousins?
Write about the stray antmals you brought home.
Describe an everit that made you realize vou were
Erowing up.

Did you ever send away for romething that turned

out to be a disappointment?
B
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88.
89.

90.

9L

92.
93.

94.
95.
96.
97.
98.

99.

100.
101.

Have you ever had a broken bone?

Write about being in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
4-H, or some other organization.

Did you ever turm someone in or tell on someone
and feel bad about it [ater?

Write about going back to school after summer
vacation,

Describe your playground or vacant lot.

Write about a time your parents embarrassed
you.

Write about a time you embarrassed your parents,
Describe learning something from a frend.
Describe teaching something to a friend.

Have you ever taken a long trip alone?

Write about a movie or book that had a very
strong impression on you. .

Write about a time when you gave someone good
advice.

Describe the best time you ever had in vour life.
Write abaut the funniest thing that ever happened
to you.

Anne Dyken, University of Wisconsin - Stevens Poin,
Academic Achievement Center



15.
16.

17.

18.
19.

20.
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32

33.
34,

35.
36.

37.
38.

35.

40.

41.

43.
44,
45,

46.
47,

Did you ever prove yourself to someone older?
What was it like to go shopping with your
grandma? mom? dad? friends?

Write about a time you performed in front of an
audience.

Write about a difficult decision you had to make.
Write about a time you found out something
about yourself.

What did you do last summer? What did you do
the summer you were ten? .

. Write about learning to skate, to ride a bike, to

climb a tree, or to turn a cartwheel.

. Describe learning to drive.

. Did you ever get lost in a strange town?’

. Were you ever locked in or out?

. Did you ever witness a birth?

. Wre about getting fired or quitting,

. What was it like to spend your first night away

from home?

. What was it like to come back home aftera long

vacation?
Write about a disappointment.

. Write about something minor that turned into a

big deal.
Write about something that flopped.

Write about a time you had to communicate-

with someone you couldn't understand.
Did vou ever win or lose a contest?

Write about something vou desperately wanted
when vou were a kid.

Did vou ever see a ghost?

Did vou ever run away from home? How far did
vou get?

Write about the best attic or basement you've
gver been i,

Did you ever know someone who had “every-
thing™?

Write about a time as a child when you played
in one of the following: a treehouse, a cornfield,
a construction site, a junkyard, an abandoned
house or barn, a stream. a cemetery, a swamp, a
pasture, rallroad tracks?

What did you do to amuse yourself as a child
when you had to wait for a long time? (for
instance, at the doctor’s or dentist’s office)

Did your mom or dad ever make you wear
something you hated? ‘

. What was the earliest vou ever got up in the

marning? the latest you ever staved up?

Write about a time you were talked into some-
thing and regretted it.

Were you ever in a helicopter, limousine, race
car, hot-air balloon, submarine, or horse-drawn
carriage?

Did you ever forget something really important?
Write about an experience in a hospital.

Were you ever accused of something you didn't
do?

48.
49,

50.

51,
52,

53.
54.

55.

56.
57.

58.

39.
60.
61.
62.

63.
64,
. Describe an outdoor game you used to play in

66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

71.
72.
73.
74.
73.
76.
77.
78.

79.
80.

84.
85.

86.

g7.
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Write about a disastrous trip or vacation.

Were you ever given a responsibility you couldn’t
handle?

Were you ever in a fire, flood, tornado, or hur-
ricane?

Did you ever have a secret language?

Write about becoming disillusioned with someone
you admired or respected.

Pescribe the best concert you ever attended.

What was the best nickname you ever made up
for a friend?

Did you ever become friends with someone much
older or much younger than you?

Did you ever make friends with a wild animal?

Write about a window you broke or something
valuable you lost.

Did you ever climb on the roof when your parents
weren’t home?

Did you ever save someone from getting hurt?
Did anyone ever save you from getting hurt?
Did you ever caich fireflies? crickets? frogs? snakes?.

Write about a time when vou tried to help and
ended up making things worse.

Did you ever break an important prom15e’7
Write about moving to another city.

the summertime.

Write about picking apples or berries.

Write about building sand castles or mud pies.
Did you ever meet a famous person?

Describe the ¢lub vou organized as a kid.

Write about mowing the lawn, burning leaves. or
weeding the garden.

Describe a car or bicvele accident you were in.
Wreite about being a misft.

Write about & day spent in another country.
Write about a terrifying nightmare.

Have you ever brushed shoulders with death?
Was there a haunted house in your neighborhood?
Write ahout a time you outsmaried someone.
Write about a time you had to wait for something
you wanted,

What was it like to get glasses or braces?

Write about being friends with your brother or
sister,

. Write about going shopping for new clothes.
..Did you ever try to be somethmg you really

weren't?

Write about job hunting.

Write about wearing high heels or a necktie for
the first time.

How did you find out the truth about Santa
Claus?

Write about seeing the ocean or the mountains
for the first time.



JOURNRAL TOPICS UNLIMITED

Who are the three most important people in vour life and why?
¥hat age would you like to he, if you conld be another age?
Your favorite color and why.

The wreirdest thing you ever did.

S08D operas.

Tour favorite TV show,

Your all-time {avorite movie.

Five ways i bug vour siblings.

3. The joys of eating,

10. MUSIC

11.Five easy ways to beat up Superman.

12. How 10 enjoy school?

1 3. How to give a party.

14. The weirdest thing that ever happensed to you at a party.
15. The reason for grafiiti

16, What do vou think about in a totally boring class?
17. How t5 sneak oul of the houss.

14. The beach.

19, The wave.

. Things vou did last summer

. What you go in your spare fime.

. How 1o be a class clowrn.

. Hobbies.

. What To do when you get vour first car.

- Howr to con vour friends.

. Howr to sneak ont of the house when vou're grounded.
- How 1o fall off & moped.

- The goriest thing that's ever happened o you.

- What you would say if you wetre a computer.

. Your favorite movie star.

. What you feel about hunting for sport.

. What vou fesl about war,

. What vou I2¢l about peacs.

. Afds. Enow anybody?

. Bules for martriage,

by most embarrassing moment.

. Howr o control your teacher.

. Tour favorite novel,

. Trayel,

. Least/ most favorits class.

- New fads,

Sport.

L. What the world will be like in 50 vears.
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. Hewr humans came 10 be on sarth

5. W hat vou would do if vou didn't have school.
- Tou're in a shuttle going to live in a new colony in spacs.
-Tou're in a foreign Lﬁui_tf"i" and you cannot speak their language.
> 11 Fou wete & super hero, what wolld FoUr powsrs be?
- Whom would vou really ke o ineet?
. Environment,
. Endangered species.
. Whete are the siars when the sun shinss?

What wou think of UFOs and ouier space

Why veu're an obtimist/ pessimist.

EEP atc.
;4 ’v.f'ndtﬁ thu be;. worst thing you've ever writien?
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