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2. Dirk Gently's Halrstrc Detecfrve Agency, Doug las Ad ams

Tone

SAMPLE: The Odyssey, Homer

R IR SO, =N SRS L L,

Cla551flcatlon ASSLgnment

*I shall throw you on a black ship and send you fo the mamlend To King Echetas, destroyer of all mortal men, Who wrll ot off your
nostrils and ears with-a sharp bronze sword; He will fear off your private parts and give them io the dogs fo eatraw.”

SAMPLE ANSWER: THREATENING-In this axcerpt, one of Homer's characters makes dire threafs against another. The key fo

- classifying a fone as “threatening” is the possibility or promise of negative action against the subject. Our particufar subjec:t has

achieved quite a severe set of consequences for himself and thus mors than menfs the designation.

1. The ldiot, Dostoyevsky

"There were always children there, and | spent all my
time with the children, only with the children. They were
the children of the wilage where | lived, 2 whole gang of
them, who went fo the local school. | was simply with them
mostly, and | spent afl my four years like that. I did not
want anything else.”
[A] amused [B] reﬂective IC] reverent D] remorseful

Time passed. -
Susan waited,

The more Susan waited, the more the doorbell didnt ring. |

Or the phone. She laoked at her walch, She felt that now
was about tha time that she could legitimately begin fo feel
cross. She was cross already, of course, but that had been
in her own time, so to speak. They were well and fruly into
hls time now, and even allowing for traffic, mishaps, and
general vagueniess and dilatoriness, it was now well over
half an hour past the time that he had Insisted was the
latest time they could poseibly afferd to Ieeve 50 she'd
befter be ready. . -

[A] apprehenslve [B] elegrec [C] dlsdainful [D] threatemng

3. "Happy Thought,” RobertLours Stevenson o
The world is so full of a number of thlngs Ifm sure we S

should all be as happy as kings: s
[A] bantering [B} simpering [C] pedantic [D] amused

4, Angelas Ashes, Frank McCourt

“Look at what he did. Thrun up his First Gommun]on
breakfast. Thrun up the body and blood of Jesus. | have
God in me backyard, What am | goin' to.do? Il take him to
the Jesuits for they know the sins of the Pope himself.”
She dragged me through the strests of Limerick. She fold
the nelghbors and passing strangers about God in her
backyard. " "In the niame of the Father, the Son, and the
Haly Ghost. Bless me, Faiher, for I have sinfied. t's a day

" 'since me last confessions.” A day? And what sins have
" you committed in a day, my child?". - “] oversiept. | nearly
missed my First Conimunion, My grandmother sald | have
standing up, North of Irefand, Presbyterian hair. | threw up
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my First Cemmumon breakfast, Now Grendme says she
has God in her backyard and what should she do."
[A] horrific [B] disdainful [C] condescendmg 2] amusmg

“A Hunger Artist,” Kafka

The hunger artist sometimes remarked fo hrmself that
perhaps things might lock a littie bfighter-if he were not
located quite so near the stables. But he did not dare
complain to the management; after all he had the animals
fo thank for the numerous visltors who did pass hls cage,
among whom there.always might be the one who was

- thers just to see him, and lord knew where they might tuck

him away if he called attantion fo his existence and thereby

to the fact that, strictly speaking, he was no more ihan an
obstacle in the path to the animals. _
[A] detdched [B] persuasive [C] sympatheirc [D} drsdarnfu{

Fathers and Son§, Turgenav - e
No crowd of serfs ran.out on io the steps to. rneet the
masters; a liftle girl of twelve years made her appearance

- alone. After her there came out of the house & young lad,

very like Piotr, dressed in a coat of gray fivery; with white
armorial butions, the servant of Pavel Petrovitch Kirsanov.
Without speaiking, he opened the door of the carriage, and
unbuttoned the apron of the coach. Nikolai Petrovitch, with .

'"-hls scm end Bazarov we[ked ihrough a dark and empty

[A] reﬂectwe [B] urgent [C] somber [D] apprehenslve

“One Fiew Over the Cuckeo S Nesr Kesey

She tells them right back in a foud, braesy voicé that he's
already pienty damn clean, thank you.. “They showered
me this morning-at the courthouse and fast night at the jait.
And [ swear | believe they'd of washed my ears for me on
the tax! over If they coulda found-the facilifies. Hoo boy,
seems fike every time thay ship me someplace | gotta get
scrubbed down before, after, and during the operation—

“and get back away from me with that thermometer, Sam,”
" [A] disappointed {B]- cendescendrng [C] amused

r
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Siep One:
Define the following words:

amused:
reflective:
reverent:
apprehensive:
elegiac:
disdainful: ‘
threatening: =
banterrng
- simpering:
pedantic:
~ amused:.
reverent:
detached: -
--provocative: - s e
mock-heroic:" "«
‘somber: T
-omrnous o
' urgent:.”
" satiric: L
C bantering .
‘somber::
urgent: e
Cfactuals oo e e el
: whlmsrca[ o e
sarcastrc

Step Two e

: Complete the starred multrple chorce guestions on the attached pages "The daflned
words above will he[p you rdentlty the correct tone for each passage

'Good Luck and Try Your Best”
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.impertafistic oppressorf’ e ‘
= Atthils, the'woif chuclded oondescendmgly He thought to

‘Bod is love,” BoWn'ng |

God Is love; his mercy brightens All the path.in which we
rove, Bliss he wakes and woe he hghtens God I8 WlSdom
God Is love.

[A] pedanho [B] slmpenng [ ] reverent [D] detached
"Polish War Song, Percival '
Freedom calls youl Quick, be ready- - Rouse ye'in the
name of God, - Onward, onward, strong and: 'sieady,
Dashfo earth the oppressor's rod, Freedom calls ye

‘bravel Rise and spurn the name of slave.

[A] provooallve [B] mock herolo [C] somhe -’[D]-

OITIII'lOL!S

“The Three thﬂe Plgs, Pohhcally Correct Bedhme Siones
James Finn Garner '

At the house of sticks, the wolf again banged on the door
and shouted, “Litile pigs, little pigs, let me in!"

The pigs shouted back, ‘Go to hell yo' oarnworous

himself "They are'so Ghildiike in thelr ways. It will be'a
shame to see them go, hut progress cannot be slopped N
S0 the wolf huffed-and puffed and-blew down the house

*  of sticks.-The pigs'ran o the house of bricks; with the wolf -

.
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“close’at their hesls, Where {he-house of sticks” had stood,

other:wolvas bu_l_lt_a time-share corido resorf:complex for
vacationing wolves, with a fiberglass reconsiruction of the
house of sticks, as well as native curio shops snorkellng,
and dolghin shows, :

At the house of brloks the walf agam banged on lhe door
and shouted, "Little pigs, little pigs, let meinl®:

This time In response, the pigs sang sorigs of so]:darlty
and wrote letters-of protest fo the Unlfed Nations. -

By now the woif was getting angry ; at the pigs’ refusal to
see the situation from the carnivore's point of view. So he
huffed and he puffed, and huffed-and puffed, then grabbed
his chest and fell over dead from a massive heart atfack
brought on from eafing too many.fatty foods.

[A] urgent [B] satiric [C] bantering [D] mock-heroic

For Whom the Bell Tolls, Hemingway

*Afterwards we will be as one animal of the forest and be
50 close that neither one can tell that one of us is one and
not the other. Can you nof feel my heart be your heart?”
[A} somber [B] urgent [C] factual [D] infimate

Dave Barry's Greetest Hits, Barry

You never found out why these men spend so much time
shaking hands [in beer commerclals], Maybe shaking
hands Is just their simple straightforward burly masculine
American pafriotic way of saying to each other: ‘Floyd, |
am fruly sorry 1 drank &l that beer last night and went fo
the bathroom in your glove compartment.”
[A] bantering [B] sympathetic [C] intimate [D] disdainful

* -English counierparts. -
_[A]urgent-[B] dlsappointed"[c_ ardomc D] detaohed

13, Cannery Row, Steinbeck

Henri the painter was not French and his name was not
Henil, Henri had so stesped himselfin stories of the Left
Bank in Parls that he lived there although he had never
been there, Feverishly he followed in periodicals the

“Dadaist movements and schisms, the strangely faminine

jealousies and religiousness, the obscurantisms of the
forming and breaking schools. Regularly he revolied
against cutworn’ technlques and materials. One season he

threw out perspective. Another year he-abandoned red,
" even as the mother of purple. Finally he gave up palnt

enfirely, It was not known whether Henrl wesa good
painter or not for ha thraw himssif so violentlyinfo”
movements that he had ltttle tlme leﬁ for palntlng of any _
kind, - N

| '[A] reverent 8] apprehenswe [Cl regretful [D] amused
.'Kmk Davles o :

But FHelt:after: the novelty had worn off lhe Amerloans
didn't really understand our music or our culiure Comlng

- fromid country’ whers ha\nng central heahng was *
_ considerad posh anda’ refngeralor aluxury, Aroencans

seenied lo'me tobe strangely spo:led -and ‘old-fashioned.”
They seemed to ba lostinthe forfies and fifties: 1 expected

“to find Americans mare forward and progressive but| was

surprised fo find many very set ln‘ thelr ways just hke thelr

f‘leaned over and said, “Would

’-n‘lany of y you gitls: caret ance?” | didn’t ask them crudely

or anything. Very suave; In fact. Bit God-damn it they

_thought that was a panic. too They starled glggllng some
"‘j”-'more l'm not l-:lddmg,-= 2y were: ' S

aslve [C] amused

: Cnme anid Punishment; Dostoyevsky

* 7 “He had. hot

“quite’ out; ‘SWing it
himself, and almost without eﬁorl almost mechamcally,

E 'l';':broughtihe bliint side downon he ‘_head ‘He seemed not
{0 use his'own strengih In thi: BLt as'soon‘as he hiad ¢ once

afiinute more o fose. He. pulled the axe
with both'aims; scarcely ‘conscidus of

brought the axe down,-hjs strengthi returned fo him:
[A] apprehenSI _[B 'remors ful [C] detaohed [D] lntlmate

. The Way Thl’nge Work Davld Macaulay

The kind of nuclear reaction that happens mslde a -
nuclear reactor is called nuciear fission. The fuel Is -
uranium.or plutomum, two very heavy elements which
‘have many protons and nsutrons in their duclel. Fission
stars when a fast-moving neutron strikes a nucleus, The
nucleus cannot {ake in the extra newtron, and'the whole-
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nucleus breals apari Into two smaller nuclel.

-[A] provocative [B] factual [C] detached [D] pedantrc

Frankenstern, Mary Shelley .

“t am not made," I cried energetica!iy. “the sun and the
heavens, who have viewsd my opera’nons, can bear
witness of my truth, | am the: assassin of those most .
innocent victims; they died by my machinations, A
thousand fimes would, | have shed my own blood, drop by

indeed | cou!d not sacnt' ce the who[e human raee

4] omlnous B] sardeme [C] eleglac [D] remorseﬁrl

18.

":Last of r‘he Mohrcans James Fenimore Cooper

Six Delaware grrls with their long, dark, flowing tresses
falling loosely across their bosoms, stood apart, and anly

gave proofs of their existence as they occasionally strewed 23,

sweet-scented herbs and forest flowers on a iitter of
fragrant plants, that, under apail of Indlan robes,
supported all that now remarnecl of the ardent, hrgh-souled
and.generous, Cora Her form.was.concealed.in, many-

. wrappers of the same smple manufacture and her face
. was shut forever from the gaze:of men. Ly

leu

Al e!eglac IB] apprehensive [Cl1 reverent [D} provocatwe

Don Qulxute Cewantes IDon Qurxote has JUS b
group of dangerous enmmals] :

“That Is all very wel," answered Don men 8,
what we should do now.” Then he called all the galley

- slaves, who were now runn[ng hither and thither ina
rlotous mood-and had stripped the commissary o the skin,

and when they had gathered around him in a circle, he

_addressed them.as follows: It is the duty of well-bred--

people; fobe grateful for benei‘ te received, and mgratrtude
Is one of the most hataful sins in the eyes. of God, | say this
sirs, because you know what faver you have recelved from
me, and the only return | wish and demand Is that you all

go from here, laden with the chains from which.| have just -

fread your necks, to the:city of El- Tobgso. There you are to

present yourselves before Lady Dulelnea of Ef Tobose and

telt her that her. Kright of the Rueful Figure sent you thers
to commend-his sarvice to her, You are o tell-her, point by

- polint; the.details of thrs famous adventure, and:when you
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have done ihis; you may then go whrchever way you
please and-good luck be-with you,” :

" [Al mock-heroit [B] detached [C] urgent [D] | dlsdamful

‘Sand In the Glowns Scmhelm Sl

Just when I'd siopped opening. doors, : _
Finally knowing the one fhat { wanted- was yours
Making my enirance agaln with my usua] ﬂafr SR

- Sure of my ines; No one.is there,.-

Don't you love farce? My fault, | fear
| thought that you'd want what | want

68

“avoice cormng from the one marked “DUM.".

- Sorry, my dear. ..

But where are the clowns? -

Quick, send In the clowns.

Don't bother, they're here. -

fA] ominous [B] satiric [C] tnﬁmate [D] regretful .

. Through the Lookmg-Glass. Garrol .

. They stood so sfill that she quite forgot they. were aIiVe
and she was just going round to see if “TWEEDLE" was
written at the back of each coflar, when she was startied by -
"If you
think we're wax-works," he said, “you ought to pay, you
know. Wax-works weren't made fo be [ooked at for
nothing.”

A pedantrc IB] whlmsical [C] threatemng [D] sympathetrc

“Freedom, Ruskm : ' '
You will send your chrid will you, lnto aroom where the

. table s loadad with swest wine and fruit-some poisoned,

some not?-you will say to him, ‘Choose freely, my litle
child! it is so good for you to have freedom of choice: It

- forms your character -your Individualtiy! If you take the
. wrong cup orthe wrang berry, you will die before-the day is
. over, but you will have acquired the dignity of a Free child.”

-[A] whimsical [B] simpering [C] bantering [D] sarcastic




| Tone is the artitnde a writer takes toward his or her subject or andience.

Like the tone of a speaker’s voice, the tone of a work of literature expresses the writer’s
feelings. A worl’s tone can usually be described with an adjective or two: bitter, playful,
sarcastic, and so on. To decide on the tone of a passage, you should ask yourself the
following questions?

1. What is the passage’s subject, and who is its audience?

2. What would you say are the most imporiant words in the passage? What
connotations, or asscciations, do these words have?

3. What general feeling do the passage’s images create?

4. Are there any hints that the narrator or speaker does not really mean everything he

or she says?

Daes the narrator or speaker make any jokes? If so, are these jokes lighthearted,

bitter, or something else?

6. If the narrator or speaker were speaking aloud, what tone of voice would he or she

be using?

EJ:

Analyzing Tone
Wiite one or two words to describe the tone of each of the numbered passages; circle
phrases within the poem that create the tone. You may chose words from the list below,

or you may use words of your own.

sad . joyous bitter ironic playfinl mocking
impassioned  anxious contented affectionate  gloomy confused
Serious objective angry sympathetic ~ critical unemotional
approving grieving romantic fearful melancholy  pattotic
teasing reflective admiring happy disappointed loving
agitated tender aggressive mischievous  despairing hopetul

“Tlooked upon the scene before me—upon the mere house, and the simple landscape
features of the domain—upon the bleak walls—upon the vacant eyelike windows—-upon
a few rank sedges—and upon a few white trunks of decayed.trees . . . .” (from *The Fall
of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe)

1. Tone:

© “The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our
ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we
here idle? What is it that gendemen wish? What would they have?” (from “Speech to
the Virginia Convention” by Patriclk Henry)

2. Tone:







“Tam not well. Ido not know our target. They do not tell us for which city the bird is
targeted. Ido not know. That is planning. ‘That is not my responsibility. My
responsibility is to watch the console and when certain events take place upon the
console, turn my key in the lock. Shotwell bounces the rubber ball on the floor in a
steady, stolid, thythmical manner. I am aching to get my hands on the ball, on the jacks.”
{from “Game” by Donald Barthelme)

3, Tone

“NO TRESPASSING. We Like the snappy, rude signs. NO TRASPASSING. You get
the idea. NO TRUSTPASSING. Keep ont. NO BOATS ALOUD—silent boats 0L, but
no boats aloud.” (From “Misspelling” by Charles Kuralt)

4, Tone

“If only I could nudge-you-fom this sleep,/My maimed darling, my skittery pigeon.”
(from “Elegy for Jane” by Theodore Roethke)

5. Tone

““Ihis battle with Mr. Covey was the turning- point in my career as 4 slave. It rekindled
the few expiring embers of freedom, and revived within me a sense of my own
manhood.” (from The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick

Douglass)

6. Tone

Changing the Tone of a Passage
Choose one of the numbered passages above and rewrite i, changing some words and

images to give the passage a different tone, Then identify the passage’s new tone.







