1. The Myth of Dionysus

T am Dionysus, the son of Zeus,
come back to Thebes, this land where I was born.
My mother was Cadmus’ daughter, Semele by name,
midwived by fire, delivered by lightning's
blast.

And . here I stand, a god incognito,
disguised as a man . - .

EURIFIDES, THE BACCHAE

No other Greek god came into the world in quite the same
way as Dionysus. His father was Zeus, whose name means
shower of light.” Lord of the sky, god of the thunderbolt,
Zeus was the most powerful of all the gods of Olympus. He
Joved women, mortal and immortal, and enjoyed many love
affairs. His wife, the goddess Hera, was naturally angry and
jealous. She was forever seeking revenge for Zeus’s many love
affairs—and a goddess scorned has fury indeed!

Born of Fire*

One day Zeus was traveling on earth. He wore a disguise,
because undisguised no mortal could look at him and live. He
came to Thebes, an andient city of Greece, where he fell hope-
lessly in love with Semele, the daughter of King Cadmus.
Their passion was great, and before long she became pregnant.

Semele wanted nothing more than to look info the true eyes
of her lover. She was urged on mercilessly by her nurse—who
happened to be the treacherous Hera in disguise. Finally, Semele
could stand it no longer. She asked Zeus to grant her a boon.

*The story of Dionysus has been told for thousands of years. There will
naturally be changes from retelling to retelling.
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King Minos of Crete. The beautiful young woman had beer
abandoned there by her husband, Theseus. Ariadne and Dion. ;
ysus fell in love and soon married, and their wedding wag’
attended by the gods. Their marriage was a perfect union
They never quarreled, and they had many children. In the :
end, however, the mortal Ariadne died. In her memory Dion.
ysus placed her crown among the stars, where it can be Seen

today as the Corona Borealis.’
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Dionysus on Olympus

The tales of Dionysian ecstasy and madness spread across -
the world, and soon the power of Dionysus was recognized -
from Asia to Africa to Europe. Eventually, Hestia, the ancient
and respected goddess of the hearth, stepped down and gave
him her seat on Olympus. He sat thereafter at the right hand
of his father, Zeus. , :

Dionysus, beloved and on Olympus at last, was happy but-
for one thing: He wanted to see his mother, whom he had:
never known. He decided to make one more voyage. &

Braving death, he rescued Semele from the underworld and
brought her to Olympus to live with the immortals. He re-
named her Thyone, which means “ecstasy.”’



