AP English Literature Timed Essay 
Narrative Feedback Comments

1. Vitally insightful!!!
2. Excellent response to the prompt. Carefully understood and articulated completely. 

3. Clear understanding of the text with a very analytical reading of it. 

4. You have a clear and coherent thesis. 

5. Your thesis is clearly supported with evidence from the text. 

6. You employ an artful style as you write: well-written with skill, style, and pizzazz. 

7. Free of any major mechanical or grammatical errors.

8. This was a joy to read. I lost track of time and really enjoyed.

9. Solid essay writing here. This is how I want you to write throughout: detailed, specific, 
with examples. 



. Opening paragraph is too much of a general restatement of the prompt. Just state your thesis and back it up with evidence. No need to make grand, general (re)statements. Source1, Source2, Source3 

A. Focused too much on summary, not on analysis. The reader already knows what occurs, so focus on demonstrating what it means. No need to summarize what happens in text. Source1, Source2, Source3 

B. This sentence(s) does not propel your argument in any discernible or meaningful way. Ask yourself: does this substantiate my thesis? Does it back up what I’m saying? Connect thesis statement to your outline or plan. Constantly refer back to your thesis to tighten your writing up.  

C. This is too much of your own opinion and not enough careful analysis of the text. It’s about the text to itself, not the text to you. 

D. It is unclear here if you fully / rightfully understood the text. Carefully summarize first. Source1 

E. Unclear where or what your thesis is. Make an outline or plan next time before writing. 

F. There was not enough evidence presented to defend your thesis. Make an outline first. 

G. Not a clear connection between your thesis and your evidence. Your evidence didn’t always match with the claims of the thesis. Make an outline first with evidence under each section. 

H. No need to bring in outside sources/references. Text to itself, not text to text or text to you. 

I. You left out portions of the prompt. Number the parts of the prompt and mark out portions of the prompt as you write. Analyze the prompt carefully before reading.

J. You misunderstood parts of the prompt. Analyze the prompt carefully before reading. 

K. There was not enough use of the literary terms it asked you to consider. These are the basis of your discussion, nothing else. They’re the car you drive to see the text.  

L. Your analysis was lacking a personal style. Let your writing “voice” shine through. Source 1
M. There were distracting amounts of mechanical or grammatical mistakes throughout. Use the last five minutes of writing to proofread and revise. Or your handwriting was illegible--slow down and write carefully. The exam is hand-written and it detracts from your writing. 

N. Use quotations to support your claims. Don’t summarize. Quote it. Reflect on it. Repeat. 

O. So what? To what effect? Why does this matter? Don’t summarize – analyze and evaluate.
P. Incorporate more “causal,” “demonstrative” or strongly interpretive analytical statements that comment on the effect of your evidence. 

Q. Elaborate more. I need more specific examples or further development. Go deep not superficial.
R. Fluffy. I can smell B-S a mile away. This is too wordy and you’re trying too hard to sound all “academic.”  
S. Be more specific here with carefully chosen examples from the text. 
T. Your thesis, while present, needs development. Your thesis should be a very cohesive statement that analyzes the effect of three techniques – how they function to create the overall thematic meanings or interpretations of the work.
