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= Childhood .

endeda weekof |
school, just
because. I love

by Maia Newell-Large, Spokane, WA them not exly for

only ons purpose: to hold
books. Nol just any books —
here T house my collection of
Brambly Hedge and Winnie-the-
Pooh. In 2 toie bag on my floor ere
Nancy Drew books, always and
forever favorites. These books
make up an imponan! part of me;
they are the child that I never real-
ly was. When people esk my age, 1
answer 17 going on 27.7 But
when 1 sit down with Winnie-the-
Fooh, Sea Story or The Clue in the
Jewel Box,1am 17 going on
seven. ] love children’s books,
{ iove everything sboul thetn, &n
i anribots rarely associaled with me.
d They are my refuge. When 1 fecl
swamped with Dostoevsky, .
! Chaucer, Machiavelli and Locke, 1
4 can escape for 8 while into 2 magi-
d ¢zl world, the realm of a child.
] People do not guess this about me,
{ and sometimes I hate to tell them. 1
¥ do pot wan! my tiny island of
Milne invaded by the almighty
2 wind of Shakespeare, so T kespthe
§ o separate, murning 1o the ong
§ only when the other threatens to
blow me over.
11try 1o read one or twe Nancy
Drews on a Saturday just because
3 i1 is the weekend, just because |

In my room, I have a shelf with

their escapism,
but elso for the predictabilitv. No B
matter what, Pooh solves the prob- § &
Jem; no naner what, the mice of -
Brambly Hedge fall sound asleep;
no matter what, Nancy Drew cap-
tures the bad guys and evelyone
laughs happily.

This stability is something for
which I am thandful. In 2 world of
AIDS, schoolyard shootings, ter-
rorism, impeachment, poverty and
nuclear power, when the balance
seems 1o hang precariously and
even Eris is falling off her parch, it
is wonderful 1o know I can stll
count on something to furn put
right in the end. 1 read my books
seripusly. If I can't laugh a1 myself
for that, what else can ] do?
Children’s books ofien receive
their classification because they
teach are geared for the intellect of
children. But my children’s books
help me understand how io enjoy
life, to 1augh a1 myself, to cherish
friendship, 1o relish simple things
Iike saying *Happy Thursday.™
And these things, things I didn't
leam in school, but instead from
the wisdom of industrious mice, a
teen detective and a silly old bear,
I will never forget. & -




as a chﬁcult émgc in dwclup— :
nl:, but adults oftcn have r.rouble

; h their problems Scmc of my

- about the problems she had'at home -
)ng justhow.to help chnagcrr =~ ~with her motherand: hf:r stepfather; ™

i uds rcahzzd that wc wcrc thc oncs

thcmsclvcs ‘Whn' my fncnd told me-.

| askcd hcr to comf: s} thc cente
A:_ ﬁrst shc was rciucumt to reve:

L ered r_hat thcy wcre not so unusual :
. upsetunw Bascd on that rcahza

— tion, we -
decded to:
formalize
our discus-,
_stons and

CCE'.\ECE

s a.njr Prob]cm My e experience in .

re successfully in the furre.

T When Ifirst became mvolvcd :

- deal with hcr srcuauon athome. . 3

- more effectively and also feel bettcr
~.about herself. As‘cmc of her pct:r AR
' counsdors Iwas ablct u.r.idcrstand

wvhere any student could come to dlS-

wﬂl be of useto.mi¢ in. whatcvcr

- 1 know that the cxpcricncc e, .
<. have gamcd through peer cou.uselmg B

: 'pf:?.r counsehug has hc]ped meto . o f- :

" career Ipursue. Thé abikiy to hstc.u, L

5 analyzc, and dr:vclop aplan‘of action”
;; ‘is essenrial ro cvcryday problem

s,and 1 havc g:uncd confidence” g

l 1 ‘:.ny abﬂl[}’ to handle my problcms o

— 1p peer c:ounselmg, I was the.one .
. _recciving help. When my brother,
John; had mformcd me and my.

. .parents that hé was not going to

.. for my brother’s lack of motivation.

[ au,ud coﬂcwc T fe!taumcrcascd R

burden to achmvc o cornpcnsatc

. Asfa resulr, I became depressed. 1

: "'tﬁ'c"hscussed my prob]cm with ather T

students in the peer-counseling cen-
* ter] and realized thar  was placing
. anunnecessary burden on myself

bccausc i reality, my parents never

asl\if:d me to work harder. I simply
g fcl? guilty about my brother’s ded-
- sion, and that cansed my depression.
; By working through this prob-

" lemn, I realized the va]ut: of sharing
my concerns and decided to help the

* This writer kng IS what‘she wants to.:

What Works

What Could B& Better
Perhaps because of length reqmrements

__the writer doesn't include details that may -

help the reader understand the depth of
her experience. Instead of telling us a

story, and letting us draw the conclusion
that she has matured, she spells it out-../2. .

for vs in a way that makes thls essay -
dry read. : '
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ped into nny frogs. 1 wasr fasanatcd by  ingro a ﬁmnd’s housc by way of thc
M"Lt was mkmg placc before miy eyes, © creck. Tt occurred to me that what was
‘butinew questions puzzled me: Dad was . once an expedition was'now merelya
11511 ﬂly rcsponsxble for assuaging these-——-shortcuc-Althongh Thad left this stream-
utjosities. He told me abour different- - behind, I found others: new quiestions
inds of mcmmorphosw and how othcr and freedoms, new challe:ngcs and pIaccs
ny creattires lived in the water that I toexplore:But this creek Would remain
onldn'e see Wsthout ] ﬁmcy magHifyir g ~ forEmost T iy memory, Whiatever”

stream; nver or ocean I rmght wadc
y the créck, my mind was free to -

What Works ..

wander. I remember s1mng on A T This essay is :ntncately detalled whic
mossy rock and watching the birds; I aflows the reader to experience vicariously
useéi to pretend I was one. As my body - what the writer is describing. Each paragraph
lay Stlll, my imagination would take . starts with a straightforward sentence, -
ﬂlght High abovc looking down on " letting us know what the writer has gained
the stream from the heavens, the wind from her connection to this special place.
whistled over my face and the sun : Whéi Cout d Be Bette-r : |
‘warmed my body. When my eyes... ‘Whiat dé thé nevi questions ani fredoms.
fi d&m d open, it was usually time to at are the “new guestions and freedoms,
i Y new chalfieniges and places to explore”? A

g0 home. Somerimes T even did. few choice details extending this Iast section
T was always up for a challenge. My
_ o o s wou!d round out th:s essay
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JCLA Undergraduate Admissions & Relatio...Schools: Writing the Personal Statement hitp:/Awww.admissions.ucla.edu/Prospect/PerStmi_him

How to dazzle and amaze us with
your personal statement

MéQ@EL&QQ&@?&%@@@L@Q%E@H%@ﬂg{oum offer an understanding of you as

a unique Individua! within the context of famlly, school, community, and the world at large. The
personal statement provides a forum for you to explain how factors outslde of your school
environment have elther enhanced or kmpedead your abllity to maximize avallable academic and
Intellectual opportunities.

The topic addressed and the style employed are up to you. The personzl statement shauld reflect
your personal perspectlve: Consider the personal statemeant your opportunity to "maet” us. The
viewpoints you would share If we were to meet with you should make up your personal
statement.

égewab gg\: &ngﬁs;gm& m@a@ﬂ?ﬂ discover you as an Indlvidual. In your

application--Including your personal statement--we are iecking for evidence of your Intallectual
curtosity and your interest in persanal development, UCLA Is a challenglng and dynamic
environment that Is largely made posslble by the Involvement of our equally dynamic students,
We want to make sure that the applicants we admit are ready to thrive in this atmosphere.

The personal statement goes a long way In giving us an Idea of what drives, Insplres, motlvates
our applicants. The most compelling personal statements we read glve a clear sense of personal
qualities llka: intellectual vitality and curloslty, creatlvity, self discipline and determination,
_Ieader_shlp, commitment to athers, seiF—- and: cultuml—awareness, maturlty, ‘depth of achievement

and commibmént to goals,

HRWA.LMILS R-LRMRGIING. RREZPNALSIALEMRENLR o

course, the advice doesn't just pertain to appiication essays; it can actually be applied to all of
your writlng~--both In and out of the classroom. We assembled these tips fram our top recruiters
and evaluators. {The directors even pitched In a few.] And whife a lot of the advice might seem
pretty obvlous, you'll be surprised at how easy it Is to forget the simple stuff when you are In the
middie of the collega-application season,

The first few pieces of advice fall under the category of
“There's-No-Such-Thing-As-Good-Writing-There-Is-Only-Good-REwriting.

§J@E&Qf@m¥@ %ﬂk%é%%agﬁmxﬁf written, read It to others, and revise. This Is

easter sald than done, but you will be thankful that you gave yourse!f exira time so that yau
aren't harried and panicked just before the application deadiihe.

EE?QJ;E‘?QQ |‘rnean5 more than fust using spelf-check! Pay attentlon to rules of correct
grammar and punctuation. A couple of proofreading tricks: Read your essay aloud to somsone
else. You can also sllently read your essay backwards [which, even though it sounds strange,
helps to lacate missing punctuation ar missing words/phrases].

- . PFT’%?E Qr% @DEF@ELQHQ&SFQM%L%&&%EHZHVE tonslstent throughout your personal

10/2072002 9:06 PM



UCLA Undergraduate Admissions & Relatio...Schools: Writing the Personal Statement hetp:/fwww . admissions.ucla.edi/Prospect/PerStmit.him

staternant. Male sure you are using & font that |s easy to read. If you must hand-write your
essay, make sure you are using dark blue ar black Ink. Don't let the power of your words be
weakened by a sloppy presentation,

— | -(%?E éﬁL@@Eﬂ a? F:EQ\&Q %ggl’stmgurg @W%ﬂ%@@t how your essay will read for

an audlence who doesn't know you. [Again, Input from semeone you trust--a teacher, a
friend--can help you get different perspectives on how your essay is affecting those wha are

reading It.]

These next few tips speak to the issues of style and voice.

.Iimy%,r@g&ﬂ&%ﬂ@enﬂamﬁsfam;!spg.;fse?sam ESSAY S thar

inltlally seemed less appesling [s actualiy the ane through which you are better able to exprass
: yourseif. This can and does happen, so It is worth a shot. Of course, yau can only really explore
v both essays if you give yoursalf encugh time, which leads us back to the first tip listed above,

@%9@'@&!! tl‘é‘{:q;nf ﬂ%@aﬁg possess plercing wit, buk use yours with caution.

What might seem funny or bitingly Irenlc to you, might not seem that way to someone who
doesn't kknow you. [Onca again, chieck out the first tips we mention. Reading your essay to
another person can help you identlfy passages that work better than others.]

QIQ@:FDM@%H‘E@GFHIE‘% Q%ggﬁﬂmanal hardship In order to write a compelling

essay. Essays aren't effectlve simply because they chronfcle diffieult clreumstances; rather your
essay should be effectlve because [E glves us, the readers, a clear sense of your personal quallties
and how you have used and developed these qualitles in respanse to the oppartunitles and
chalienges life has presented.

Okay, so on one hand we suggest that you use humar with care, and an the other hand we tell
you that you don't have to present us with meledrama; some appllcants might think these
suggestions are contradictory. Trust us, they are not. Think about it: Often the films, p]ays, .
nuvels, pcems that move us the most are. those that provide a rixtire of Attrmor and sabLety in
storytelllng “This Isn't always the easlest trick to master, but we can assure you that the
ArSt steg tovards doing so is taken when you chose to ., #,

%QEI%%H ]pg'gi!]a] statement |s a two-page opportunlty for us to see the "real you." 1t Is
very important, therefore, that the essay be your work and your words. Don't allow clichés to
speak for you; besides, so many of the clichés students rely on are the same sorts of clichés we
can easily find in advertisements or greeting cards. Get the idea? Make your point in your own

words,

Hnd use specific examples to llustrate your ideas. Thousands upan thousands of essays tallc
about initlative. Only hundreds SHOW us lnltlativa withi concrete examples of demonstratad
mutlvatlon and !eadershfp. BUt examp!es are un!y one part of the equatlon. We also need to see
how you’ have assigned meanmg to your experfences and huw yuu have grawr as an [ndividual
from them.

We challenge you to "walk the tafl" and "put your money where your mouth Is"! How's that for a
couple of clichés? The bottom line is that we want you to prove to us with written examples that
you have a sense of who you are, where you are going, and how you are going to use your
education and your experienices to accomplish your goals.

We hope these tips will help you get organized and will Insplre you, Your accomplishments, your
P aplntens, ... YOU are important. Your personal statement is the best ool you have to show us the
i : Indlvidual glfts you have to offer to the UCLA communlty. Make sure that as a tool, your personal-
statement |s sharpened and polishad, '

Good luck!

o T © 2002 The Regents of the Untversity of Califarnia
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Essays I did want to finish:
“At the time, I was in tears."
“The topless beach is the first thing I remember."

“By far the inost popular activity in Wichita Falls is to put on your hoots
and go to the Stardust Club,” ; -

“The Amazing Transparent Man, Stolen Hours, Countdown, Lady tn a Cage,
and Hey, Let’s Twist are just.a few of the movies I've seen at the Kamas Star

Theatre since 1964."

‘I was three when my sister waddled into the playground of my life on
padded baby’s legs, Interrupting its blissful solitude forever.”

“For the past four years, every Friday night I can be found in a church being
degraded and h - ‘No, no, no!" Mr. Montoni roars, his sour coffee
breath hitting me full in the face. ‘Shift to first position! Use your head for
more than growing hair on it!’ Listening to this overused and by now not
terribly funny expression of his, I am filled with an all-consuming desire to
whack him over the head with my violin.”

“As I pushed open the wooden door, the bell attached to it rattled and
stirred the silence. Mr. Kim, the shopkeeper, slid back the curtains and
slowly approached the counter. Mr. Kim had a Santa-like face, with a
beard, hair, and eyebrows that were all flufly and snow white.”

“Jerome Margolis, the direcior of the music department at the Hayward
School, is an early middle-aged man who reminds me somewhat of a
photograph of Georges Bizet. He is almost never without his meerschaum,
and the aroma of tobacco is something which I have come to associate with
music during the time I have known him.”

“Personally, I would never bury a time capsule. I buried one in the fifth
grade and it seemed useless.” _ -
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ENTERTAINMENT QUOTIENT

After you have written short sketches like the ones in chapter”ﬁve :
and are thinking of rewriting tHem or expanding them into full-

scale college essays, look at them with a critical eye for their
Entertainment Quotient:

1. Sense detail, Write to help admissions officers see what °
you saw, hear what you heard, taste what you tasted. Rather than -

_tell what you learned from photography, show what it looks and

feels and even sounds:like-in-a darkroom as your picture .

emerges—the smell of the chernicals, the red bulb glowing in the
darkness. Rather than describe how disciplined you have become

asaresult o_f- your music lessons, talk about your violin itself, the
" texture and feel of it, the smell of the rosin and the wood—no one ‘

ever thinks of the sense.of smell in. connection with a violin—

details that put a reader through your practice routine with you. E

Sight, sound, smell, touch, taste. In other words, show what you
know. : : : :

2. Metaphior. Writers continually see one thing in terms of

something else; the result is metaphor, the language of compari--

son. Sometimes the sheer wit and power of metaphors can carry
a piece of writing and make it entertaining and fresh, and learn- ;
ing to think metaphorically is perhaps the most “fun” part of

B _writing. You need to have command of the two common ways of

making comparisons. One simply uses “like” or “as": The leaves

' are Itke hands. The other speaks directly: The leaves are hands;

or, more subtly, The leaves beckoned in the wind. (The metaphor
is contained in the:verb; leaves don't ‘usually beckon—but they

might if they're like hands.) Metaphors are all-around you, but

“through time and use some of them have lost their -ability-to'f
startle: leg of a chair, face of a clock, eye of a needle. Still others

‘are on their way to the metaphor graveyard but are not  quite

buried yet. Using them is.not the sign of dead metaphor. but of a :
~ dead niind: white as snow, big as a mountain, high as -a kite,
smooth as glass. There are thousands of others. To be an enter- j

taining writer you must _hafnme_r your own metaphor out of
materials you know and understand. A good rule of thumb, sug-

.gested by George Orwell; author of f 984, is never to use a com-

“parison you have heard before.

- 3. Verbs and Nouns., Nouns are the hones of writing; verbs -

‘are the muscles. Entertaining writing gets its structure and
strength from them. Don't load up on adjectives—a “wondrous

evening,” a “multifaceted personality”—hoping to sound more

“creative” or intelligent. An essay flabby with adjectives only
weighs a reader down., Before you can write beautifully you must
write well. Try the following: . o

Without adjectives (“the,” “an,” and “a” are OK), write a

~ short paragraph or two describing something—a restaurant, a

teacher, a pen, a bird, your favorite room .in the house-—so
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