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AP® ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 1

Overview

Srudents were asked to read carefully a poem, Robert Penn Warren's “Evening Hawk," and then to write a
well-organized essay in which they identified the speaker's attitude toward the hawk and the natural
world. In this essay, they were expected to analyze how the poet uses language 10 cOnvey mood and
meaning. The intent of this question was to teat students’ ability to read closely, paying attention to the
resources of language used to convey the attitude of the speaker. To respond to the question successtully,
students needed to have a firm grasp of the devices and techniques employed by poets and then to arrive
at an analytical and defensible reading of the poem. Because this poem is allusive, rich, and challenging,
most students were able to respond to it on some level, and the able students had many opportunities to

demonstrate their skills,

Sample: 1A
Score: 8

This superior essay is very nicely argued and compact, saying a great dealin a few words. From the excellent
opening paragraph, which succinctly contzasts the “fragility of mankind" with the hawk’s strength as a
“mowerful master of time," this student demonstrates an ability to be in complete control. The single hody
paragraph, over one-and-a-half pages long, moves through the poem systematically, discussing Robert Penn
Warren's use of language in detail. For example, “The hawk appears ‘cut of a [sic] peak’s black angularity of
shadow™ and the following discussion aptly notes that "such language depicts the rigid, mathematical lines
that the world is made of." Throughout the essay, brief quotations followed by succinet but probing
commentary dermonstrate just how adroit this student is at getting to the heart of a poem.

Sample: 1B
Score: 6

of the language Robert Penn Warren employs to convey

This competent essay offers a reasonable analysis
mood and meaning in the poem. The student insightfully recognizes a disjunction betwesn the realm of the

hawk and the realm of mankind: “The language in the last stanza ... shows everything man knows as
worthless,” In contrast to the “personification of the sun building 'gecmetzies and orchids,'” the realm of the
“sarth is so old it ‘[grinds] on its axis,’ and ‘history [drips] in darkness like & leaking pipe in the cellar,’” As a
result, “the reader is left with a feeling of insigmificance, provided by the despondant {sic] langquage Warren
chose to use to describe many things mankind holds in high esteem.” As shown by this concluding rernark,
this is an essay that grows into understanding; the discussion of the earlier stanzas of the poem is less
probing and precise. There, quotations are followed by rather brief and flatfooted analyses, such as when the
student asserts that the “contrast between an advanced sun and a primitive earth gives a feeling of

separation.” As a result, the student's overall analysis is less convincing than that of papers in the highest
scoring rangs.

Sample: 1C
Score: 4

The weakness of this essay is signaled from the very start, when the student asserts that Robert Penn Warren
uses many language techniques to signal his admiration of the hawk, “primarily diction and syntax." Since all
writing involves words and their arrangement, this is not an auspicious beginning. While some of tﬁe
stgder}t's analyses are sound, others are quite weak and tautological, such as the statement that “Many of the
adjectives chosen by Warren in describing the hawk are complex and elegant,” making the hawk “appear
complex and elegant,” too. The analysis of this poem is finally partial: only the bawk is discussed, and the
contr;st zi\farren provides with less-perfect, hurman actions, or with the earth “grind[ing] on its axfis," SEemMs
};ing% ac; O?rt healt; tl}e;r:IlIsf unexplored. Thus this response finally fails to offer an adequate analysis of the



