% and Telemachus discuss their strategy. The clever bero goes as

—
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In Book 19, the suitors depart jor the night. and Odysseus

appointed to Penelope with the idea of testing her and ber
maids. (Sone of the maids bave not been loyal to the housebold
and bave even slept witlh the suiiors) The faithful wife receives
ber disguised busband. We can imagine tbe tension Homer’s
aucdience st bave felt. Would Odysseus be recogmnized?

The “beguar” spins a yarn about bis origins, pretending that
be bas met QOdysseus on bis bravels. He cannot resist praising
the lost bero, and be does so successfilly enough to bring tears
to Penelope’s eves. We can be sure that this does not displease
e Deggar :

The siomtelling begegar reveals that e bas beard ihat
Ocdyssens is alive and is even now sailing for bome. Penelope
calls for the old nurse and asks her to wash the guest’s feet—a
sign of vespect and bonor ds Eurycleia does so, she recognizes
Ocdyssetis from a scai o1t bis leg.

Quickly Odysseus swears ithe old mnurse 1o secrec)
Meariwhile, Athena bas cast a spell on Penelope so that she bas

taken no notice of this recognition scene. Penelope adds to the

Lsuspense by deciding on a test for the suitors on the next dan

Without realizing it, she has now given Odysseus a way to
defeatr the men who threaten bis wife and kingdon,

In Boof: 20, Odysseus, brooding over the shameless bebavior
of the maidservants and the suitors, longs to destray bis
enenties but fears the vevenge of their friends. Atherna reassures
It Odysseus is told that the suitors will die.

Odysseus is recognized by |
Deail from & skyphos, a dri

Huseo Archaolagivn, Chiusl, Imiy.



