English 12 Advanced/CP
Audino

Close Literary Analysis and Vocabulary Acquisition/Diction
Opening from The Rediscovery of North America by Barry Lopez


A few hours after midnight on the morning of October twelfth in the Julian calendar of the West – or October twenty-second, according to the modern Gregorian calendar – Juan Rodriguez Bermeo, a lookout aboard the caravel Pinta, spotted the coast of either San Salvador Island or Samana Cay in the Bahamas and shouted his exclamation into the darkness.  It was the eighteenth year of the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella of Castile, and these mariners were their emissaries.  

Cristoforo Colombo – or Christopher Dove as it would be in English – commander of the fleet of three ships, gave orders to take in sail, and to lay close-hauled five miles off shore awaiting the rise of the sun.  The seas were rolling.  Strong winds tore at the crests of the waves.  A gibbous moon was setting in a clear sky.


As they awaited dawn, Columbus let it be known that he had earlier seen a light on the island, a few hours before midnight.  The ships were making about ten knots when Bermeo cried out.  By his claim the commander would had to have seen the light at a distance of more than thirty miles over the curve of the Earth.  Columbus thereby took for himself the life time pension promised the first man to sight land.


Of Señor Bermeo history has little more to say.  It was rumored that he converted to Islam and died fighting alongside the Moors, who had that year of 1492 lost their final stronghold in Spain, in the same year Jews were evicted from the country by royal edict.

